INTRODUCTION

Antichrist. Erasmus ventured, now and again, to shoot
a few arrows out of his ambush. Rabelais, wearing fool's
cap and motley, used fierce laughter as a scourge.
Montaigne, a noble and wise philosopher, wrote elo-
quently about the matter in his Essays. But none of them
struck shrewd blows in the endeavour to prevent the in-
famous persecutions and executions. Rendered cautious
by experience, they said that the sage could find better
occupation than attempting to control a mad dog, that
it was a sensible man's part to keep in the background lest
he should himself become one of the victims.

Castellio, however, earned his title to imperishable
fame by being the one humanist to leave cover and wit-
tingly to meet his fate. Heroically he espoused the cause
of his persecuted companions, and thereby threw away
his life. Unfanatically, though daily and hourly
threatened by the fanatics, dispassionately, with Tol-
stoyan imperturbability, hoisting like a banner his con-
viction that no man should be subjected to force for
holding this or that opinion as to the nature of the
universe, he declared that no earthly power was entitled
to exercise authority over a man's conscience. And
because he uttered these opinions, not in the name of a
party but as a spontaneous expression of the imperishable
spirit of mankind, his thoughts, like many of his words,
can never fade. Universally human and timeless
thoughts, when minted by an artist, retain for ever the
sharpness of their first moulding; and an avowal which
tends to promote world unity will outlast disuniting,
aggressive, and doctrinaire utterances. The unique
courage of this forgotten worthy should serve as example
to later generations, above all in the moral sphere. For
when, in defiance of the theologians, Castellio styled
Calvin's victim Servetus "a murdered innocent"; when,
in reply to Calvin's sophisms, he thundered the imperish-
able utterance, "to burn a man alive does not defend a
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